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The Best Dog 
Ever



Over the 
River and 
through the 
Woods



1. Exposition. This is the reader’s introduction to the story. 
2. Rising action. This is when conflict begins to ramp up. 
3. Climax. Typically, the climax requires the main character to face the 

truth or make an important choice. 
4. Falling action. This is what happens as a result of the protagonist’s 

decision. 
5. Resolution. The resolution of a narrative arc isn’t always happy, but 

it does close the loop. 





The Moth: Storyslam

• Moth stories are told, not read.
• We love how the storyteller connects with the audience when there is no 

PAGE between them! 
• Have some stakes

Stakes are essential in live storytelling. What do you stand to gain or lose? 
Why is what happens in the story important to you?

• Have a great first line that sets up the stakes and grabs attention
• “The mountain loomed before me. I had my hunting knife, some trail mix 

and snow boots. I had to make it to the little cabin and start a fire before 
sundown or freeze to death for sure.”

• Know your story well enough so you can have fun!
Make an outline, memorize your bullet points and play with the details. 
Enjoy yourself. Imagine you are at a dinner party, not a deposition.



Don’t assume that everyone knows everyone else’s stories. 

If you find great stories to tell, the best result you can have is: “I didn’t 
know that!” 



Why do stories matter? Because they 
motivate generosity! 
There are lessons you can borrow from the non-profit world. The non-profit world is largely your competition 
for stewardship dollars. But you’ve got two things they don’t:

 Unprecedented time with the donors

 Theology

I will leave the theology up to those with seminary training. 

Here’s your key question you want to answer with the stories you tell: 

 What would be missing from your community if your church closed tomorrow? 

For member of your congregation, this can be:

 What would be missing from your life if your church closed tomorrow?



Groups and silos: how to share 
stories across your congregation



Sunday worship is how most people think of 
church. But you’re more than that one hour 

per week timeframe. 



Groups in churches

Men’s fellowship
 Presbyterian Women
 Knitting group
 Card games
 Yoga
Older Adults Group
 Children’s choir parents



Effective 
storytelling

Silos
Vision/
Theme

Who will give 
the message

What you want 
them to say

The right person says the right 
thing to the right group



What’s the right thing?

Differs for every person. 
Someone who they relate to.
Someone sincere.
Always: Fits the general theme/mission of the church. 

o The last one is a goal, and not mandatory. But generally speaking, you want to 
keep repeating the message that “our church is full of hope” or “our church 
loves Jesus” often enough that it becomes the identity, and people embrace 
it. 



Stories from churches



Forest Hills Presbyterian Church
Cleveland, OH







First Presbyterian Church
Delray Beach, Florida







Where to find the stories



Numbers that 
tell stories
1,544
Items to Portland 
Avenue Food Pantry



Numbers that 
tell stories
312
People attended 12-step 
meetings in our church



Numbers that 
tell stories
52
Bible verses and uplifting 
quotes placed on our sign



Numbers that 
tell stories

12,057
Hours volunteered by our 
congregation in our community



Where are your church’s stories? 

Tell me about a time when your church did something that made a difference. 
• Stood with the marginalized
• Took care of those in need
• Invited community groups into the building
• Took a bold stand

Tell me about a member who found your congregation and has made it a big part 
of their life. Introduce me to them. 



Say thank you with stories
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