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Scriptures 

• Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
• Psalm 79:1-9 
• Amos 8:4-7 and Psalm 113 

• 1 Timothy 1: 2-17 
• Luke 16: 1-13 

 

Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 113) 

One: Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord’s name! 
All:  From sunrise to sunset, let the Lord’s name be praised! 
One: Who could possibly compare to the Lord our God? 
All:  God rules from on high; God must come down to see heaven and earth! 
One: God lifts up the poor and raises up the needy to seat them with the powerful. 
All:  Let us worship God who can do all things! 
 
Call to Confession 

The priorities of the world often cloud our perspective and judgement, and our distorted values often 
move us to cause harm instead of good. Let us confess the ways that we fall short of God’s will for our 
lives, and let us resolve to follow in Christ’s model of love and grace. 

Prayer of Confession 

O Holy God, you tell us that we cannot serve both you and wealth, and yet we often choose the 
extravagance of the world at the expense of following you. We abandon the care of our neighbors in 
service to greed. We choose ignorance instead of knowing and loving your children more fully. Forgive 
us, O God, and turn our hearts to compassion. Strengthen us to trust in your provision and share the 
abundance we have gathered.   

In Christ’s name, we pray.  

Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.  
Friends, believe the good news: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.   

Amen. 

  



 
 
Prayers of the People for Theological Education Sunday 

O Holy God, 
You who are the giver of all life, 
You who made us in your image, with minds to know you and hearts to love you, 
You whose word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path, 
We thank you for the knowledge that you give us through scripture and your Church.   
 
We praise you for the moving of your Spirit that gives purpose to our days and direction to our lives.   
We thank you for the call we hear when your word is proclaimed, compelling us to care for the 
vulnerable in our midst and to love your people as you do.    

On this day when we celebrate theological education, we thank you for the gifts and skills of those in 
professional ministry—for those who commit their careers and their very lives to studying your word 
and inspiring others to serve you faithfully.  

Help us to nurture those leaders as they seek to love and nurture your disciples.  Help us to provide for 
future leaders in our midst so that our church might continue to serve and glorify you. 

Thank you, O God, for all the ways you make yourself known to us. 

(The prayer may conclude with “Amen,” or the Lord’s Prayer may follow.) 

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ who taught us to pray…   Amen. 

Invitation to Offering 

Each year we celebrate Theological Education Sunday to highlight the important work being done by our 
PC(USA) seminaries. Today’s offering will go (or A portion of your support of our annual budget goes) to 
support the Theological Education Fund of our denomination. This fund supports our PC(USA) 
seminaries as they prepare students for ministry in Christ’s Church. By showing our support for the 
Theological Education Fund, we are helping to cultivate the future leaders of our denomination and the 
wider church. We are invited to give generously from the gifts of our life and labor.   

Hymn Suggestions 

• Glory to God #175 Seek Ye First 
• GtG #450 Be Thou My Vision 
• GtG #458 Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My 

Feet 

• GtG #432 How Clear is Our Vocation, 
Lord 

• GtG #700 I’m Going to Live So God Can 
Use Me 
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