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The End of an Era

White Christian America

A metaphor for:

• the cultural and political edifice 

• built primarily by white Protestant 

Christians, 

• which set the tone for our national 

conversations and shaped American 

ideals.



Vital Signs
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The One Chart:
White Christian Minority, Same-sex Marriage Majority
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A Minority White Christian Country
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The Decline of White Christians by Age
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More Young Adults are Unaffiliated Today than in the Past
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The Decline of White Christian Subgroups, 2006-2017
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Decreasing Proportions of White Christians by State
Percentage of White Christians by State, 2007
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Decreasing Proportions of White Christians by State
Percentage of White Christians by State, 2016-2017



A Caveat: 
The Ballot Box as Time Machine
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White Christians as a Proportion of the Electorate (1992-2014)
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White Evangelicals, Proportion of Electorate vs. Population (2008-2018)
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End of Life Bargaining: 
From “Values Voters” to “Nostalgia Voters”
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Stages of Grief
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Trump Remains Popular with White Evangelicals
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The Trump Effect on White Christian Political Ethics



Our Divided, Dysfunctional Nation:
Partisanship and Tribal Identity
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Widening Religion Gap between the Parties
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Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? Partisanship in the Family
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Negative Views of the Other Party
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Do you feel that the policies of the following...
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Move the country in the right
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Stark Partisan Divides on the Ideal of Racial Diversity
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Stark Partisan Divides on the Ideal of Religious Diversity
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Nostalgia for the 1950s
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Source: PRRI 2016 American Values Survey.

Since the 1950s, do you think American culture and way of life has mostly changed for 
the better, or has it mostly changed for the worse?

Mostly changed for the better Mostly changed for the worse Don't know/Refused
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Perceptions of Upcoming Demographic Change
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Source: PRRI/The Atlantic 2018 Voter Engagement Survey.

U.S. Census projections show that by 2043, African Americans, Latinos, Asians, and other mixed 
racial and ethnic groups will together be a majority of the population. Do you think the likely impact 

of this coming demographic change will be…

Mostly positive Mostly negative Refused
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1950 or 2050? The Challenge of Re-Envisioning America
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