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Giving Tuesday

Giving Tuesday was created in 2012 as a simple 
idea: a day that encourages people to do good. 
Over the past nine years, this idea has grown 
into a global movement that inspires hundreds 
of millions of people to give, collaborate, and 
celebrate generosity.

It is the flip-side of Cyber Monday, when people 
scour the Internet for the best deals on 
Christmas gifts. This is a day when non-profits 
give people the opportunity improve the world 
around them. In many ways, it is the antidote to 
the rampant consumerism that has become the 
holidays. 



Theology of Giving Tuesday

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 
7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 
all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 
9 As it is written: “They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; their 
righteousness endures forever.”



Theology of Giving Tuesday

10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and 
bread for food will also supply and increase your 
store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your 
righteousness. 
11 You will be enriched in every way so that you can 
be generous on every occasion, and through us 
your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12 This service that you perform is not only 
supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but is also 
overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 
13 Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 
Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them 
and with everyone else. 
14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go 
out to you, because of the surpassing grace God 
has given you. 
15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!



Theology of Giving Tuesday

Henri Nouwen “The Spirituality of 
Fundraising”

From the perspective of the gospel, 
fundraising is not a response to a crisis. 
Fundraising is, first and foremost, a form of 
ministry. It is a way of announcing our vision 
and inviting other people into our mission. 
Vision and mission are so central to the life of 
God’s people that without vision we perish 
and without mission we lose our way (Prov. 
29:18; 2 Kings 21:1-90).

Vision brings together needs and resources 
to meet those needs (Acts 9:1-19). 

Vision gives us courage to speak when we 
might want to remain silent (Acts 18:9).

Henri Nouwen



Theology of Giving Tuesday

Fundraising is proclaiming what we believe in such 
a way that we offer other people an opportunity to 
participate with us in our vision and mission. 
Fundraising is precisely the opposite of begging. 
When we seek to raise funds we are not saying, 
“Please, could you help us out because lately it’s 
been hard.” 

Rather, we are declaring, “We have a vision that is 
amazing and exciting. We are inviting you to invest 
yourself through the resources that God has given 
you — your energy, your prayers, and your money —
in this work to which God has called us.” 

Our invitation is clear and confident because we 
trust that our vision and mission are like “trees 
planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit 
in its season, and their leaves do not wither” (Ps. 
1:3).



Theology of Giving Tuesday

Asking people for money is giving them the 
opportunity to put their resources at the 
disposal of the Kingdom. To raise funds is to 
offer people the chance to invest what they 
have in the work of God. Whether they have 
much or little is not as important as the 
possibility of making their money available to 
God. When Jesus fed 5,000 people with only 
five loaves of bread and two fish, he was 
showing us how God’s love can multiply the 
effects of our generosity (see Matt. 14:13-
21). 

God’s Kingdom is the place of abundance 
where every generous act overflows its 
original bounds and becomes part of the 
unbounded grace of God at work in the world 
(see 2 Cor. 9:10-15).



The story of FUPC, Tarentum



Giving Tuesday history
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How?

Matching gifts



Announcements

• From the pulpit

• In the bulletin

• In the newsletter

• In emails

• In a text alert service

• In social media



Facebook



Facebook 



Facebook



How people gave

• Online

• In the offering plate

• In person
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