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“A New Thing”



Chambers-Wylie to Broad Street Ministry

From a 
dormant
building to a 
thriving 
ministry in 
Philadelphia…



Mt. Airy Presbyterian 
and The Philadelphia Project

Mt. Airy Presbyterian Church served as an incubator for 
The Philadelphia Project, a home repair ministry and 
community outreach organization in NW Philadelphia. 



A New Thing – Isaiah 43:1-13, 18-19

43:1 But now thus says the Lord,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by name, you are mine.

2 When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you;

and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,

and the flame shall not consume you.



A New Thing - Isaiah 43:1-13, 18-19

3 For I am the Lord your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.

I give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.

4 Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love you,

I give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.



A New Thing

5 Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you;

6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’,
and to the south, ‘Do not withhold;

bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—

7 everyone who is called by my name,
whom I created for my glory,

whom I formed and made.’



A New Thing - Isaiah 43:1-13, 18-19

8 Bring forth the people who are blind, 
yet have eyes,

who are deaf, yet have ears!
9 Let all the nations gather together,

and let the peoples assemble.
Who among them declared this,

and foretold to us the former things?
Let them bring their witnesses to justify them,

and let them hear and say, ‘It is true.’



A New Thing

10 You are my witnesses, says the Lord,
and my servant whom I have chosen,

so that you may know and believe me
and understand that I am he.

Before me no god was formed,
nor shall there be any after me.



A New Thing - Isaiah 43:1-13, 18-19

11 I, I am the Lord,
and besides me there is no savior.

12 I declared and saved and proclaimed,
when there was no strange god among you;
and you are my witnesses, says the Lord.

13 I am God, and also henceforth I am He;
there is no one who can deliver from my 

hand;
I work and who can hinder it?



A New Thing

18 Do not remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.

19 I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the wilderness
and rivers in the desert.



The Common Place…
The Story of God at work in Southwest Philadelphia



The Common Place…
The Story of God at work in Southwest Philadelphia

VIDEO LINK: https://youtu.be/GUdvHBoBKiw

https://youtu.be/GUdvHBoBKiw


God’s Story, Our Story

The story of The 
Common Place is a 
story of the Holy Spirit 
at work in multiple 
communities, bringing 
diverse people 
together in one sacred 
space for the sake of 
God’s Kingdom.



The 
Common 

Place

WPC

NSCC

CCA

CLN

The 
Background. Wayne Presbyterian Church

New Spirit

Cornerstone Christian Academy

CityLights



Vision

The Common Place 
is a sacred space to 
do life together that 

serves the Southwest 
Philadelphia 

community through 
faith formation, 

education, and other 
ministries of care 
and compassion. 



The First Year – October 1st, 2013

- Warm, Safe, and Dry

- Support of WPC capital campaign 

- 1.6 million designated to both locations

- New boiler, roof, additional office space

- Donations include new flooring, cabinets, and ADA 
1st floor bathroom



Bringing new life to the neighborhood
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Greenway 

Room

Before
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Greenway 

Room After
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Sanctuary 

Before



Sanctuary After



Prayer Room & Meeting Space
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Renovated 

Kitchen



Worship

• New Spirit Community 
Church (11:00 am)

• Common Worship 
Experience - monthly 
(5:00 pm)

• Spiritual Direction

Education

• Cornerstone Christian 
Academy 

• TCP Scholars After 
School Program

• Future dreams of a 
Faith-based Preschool

Support

Services

• Turning Points for 
Children

• Space for community 
events



Worship

Sunday Morning and Sunday Night



New Spirit Community Church (PCUSA) + 
Grace Christian Fellowship (UCC) = SNL Philly

Salt and Light
Philadelphia

A PCUSA-UCC merger



Spiritual Direction



Education

CCA & TCP Scholars



Scholars – After School Program



Cornerstone Christian Academy @TCP
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Support Services

Turning Points 

for Children

Social Service 
organization serving 
families in the area



Mentorship & Service Days

Buzz Mossholder & our Scholars MLK Jr – Day of Service



A Day of Service



A Collaborative Day of Service



39Unfinished Basement
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Unfinished Kitchen



Carl’s Kitchen &

Bunny’s Garden



God’s Story, Our Story

Wayne 
Presbyterian 

Church

Cornerstone 
Christian 
Academy

CityLights
Network

Turning 
Points for 
Children

New Spirit 
Community 

PC



Spiritual 
Practices to 

perceive 
“A New Thing”

19 I am about to do a 
new thing;

now it springs forth, 

do you not perceive it?

I will make a way in the 
wilderness

and rivers in the 
desert.

Isaiah 43:19

1. Look out for new opportunities 
in your context.

2. Let go of your own way of doing 
things as it relates to your space.

3. Leave room to count the 
cost of time, resources, 

energy, and faith for the new 
thing that lies ahead.  

4. Lay it all at the 
feet of Jesus. 



May the Lord give you
eyes to see,

ears to hear,
and fill your hearts with 

compassion
as you and imagine 

all that God has in store.
Amen


