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Suggested text for your church bulletin, e-newsletter or printed newsletter  
Today we celebrate Theological Education Sunday in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The 
Church supports 10 PC(USA) seminaries and has a covenant relationship with two more. We are 
grateful for their ministry of theological education. The Theological Education Fund, housed at 
the Presbyterian Foundation, is the primary source of this support. Please join us today in 
praying for the Church’s future ministers, and look for opportunities to mentor those among us 
who may be considering a call to seminary. Find out more about the Theological Education 
Fund at presbyterianfoundation.org/tef.  

Meditation at the beginning of worship: 
“When we are lost in the woods the sight of a signpost is a great matter. He who first sees it 
cries, ‘Look!’ The whole party gathers round and stares. But when we have found the road and 
are passing signposts every few miles, we shall not stop and stare. They will encourage us and 
we shall be grateful to the authority that set them up.” C. S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy 

-OR- 
“Theology is – or should be – a species of poetry, which read quickly or encountered in a 
hubbub of noise makes no sense. You have to open yourself to a poem with a quiet, receptive 
mind, in the same way as you might listen to a difficult piece of music…. You have to give it your 
full attention, wait patiently upon it, and make an empty space for it in your mind. And finally 
the work declares itself to you, steals deeply into the interstices of your being, line by line, note 
by note, phrase by phrase, until it become a part of you forever.” Karen Armstrong, The Spiral 
Staircase: My Climb out of Darkness (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2004) 

Scripture: 
Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 
James 3:1-2 
Mark 8:27-38 

Invitation/ Call to Worship (based on Psalm 19) 
We look to the heavens to see the work of God: 
The sun and clouds of the day, the moon and stars of the night. 
We look to each other to remember the work of God: 

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/tef/
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 The teaching of the day that deepens into wisdom in the evening. 
 The law of God is more precious than gold; 
 The wisdom of God is sweeter than honey. 
 May the words of our prayers and songs, 
 And the meditations of our hearts and minds be acceptable to our God. 
 And let us worship God. 
  
Invitation to Confession 
Confession is an opportunity to admit to God what God already knows: that we live imperfect 
lives, that we stray from the path of faith, and that we need God’s presence in our lives. 
Trusting in God’s grace and mercy, let us make our confession, first in silent prayer. 
 
Silent prayer 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Holy God, we come to you in faith, offering the prayers of our hearts and minds. 
We confess to you that too often we choose that which is foolish 
And ignore that which is wise. 
We confess that though your law is written on our hearts, 
We turn away from what we know. 
We confess that we listen to the teachings of the world, 
And do not put our faith in you. 
Forgive our waywardness, we pray. 
Help us to listen to your wisdom, to listen for your grace, 
That we will begin again, and so reflect your mercy and love. 
We offer our prayer in the name of Jesus, our great Teacher. 
Amen. 
 
An Assurance of Pardon 
Friends in Christ, remember this good news: God chose what is foolish in the world to shame 
the wise. In all our wisdom, in all our foolishness, we are beloved and forgiven through the 
grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
 
Time with Children  
You may use props, if you’d like them: 
Signs with letters and numbers 
Signs with Hebrew and Greek letters 
 
Do you remember when you first learned your colors?  
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Do you remember when you learned how to count to ten?  
Do you remember when you learned the alphabet? 
And then some of you learned how to read and how to add? 
All of us go to school to learn all sorts of things, like how to read and how to add, and what 
colors are, and then as you get older, you learn about writing and multiplication and where 
states are and things like that. 
Pastors go to school, too, to learn the things they need to know so they can be pastors. Pastors 
have to learn new alphabets (show Greek and Hebrew letters, maybe comment on them). 
Pastors learn how preach, and they learn how to teach, and the study the Bible a lot. 
Today is a day in the church when we remind each other that it’s so great that pastors go to 
school to learn how to be pastors. 
 
Let’s do a repeat-after-me prayer: 
 
Dear God 
Thank you 
For all of our teachers. 
Thank you 
For our pastors. 
Help them 
To keep learning 
So that we can learn too 
About you and the church  
and how to follow Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Spirit of Wisdom and Truth, as we listen to our holy scripture, as we delve into your word, come 
into our heart and minds that we will hear your message for us this day. Amen. 
 
A call and blessing of the offering 
Some take up an offering for the Theological Education Fund 
Today’s offering (or a portion of this offering) is for the Theological Education Fund of our 
denomination. This Fund provides a firm foundation for our theological institutions and their 
students. God has given all of us hearts so that we can love, minds so that we can reason, hands 
so that we can work, and feet so that we can take the Good News out into the world. As you 
have received from our generous God, so may you also give, in the hope that all we offer will 
build up the church and its ministers. 
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Litany for Theological Education Sunday 
Giving thanks for those associated with seminaries and preparation for ministry 
Holy God, in whom we live and move and have our being, we are grateful students of your 
wisdom and teaching. 
Give us open minds so that we will continue to discern your will for us. 
Holy God, author of law and giver of grace, 
Give us unshielded hearts so that we will be ready to love and learn from those around us. 
Holy God, creator of life and salvation, 
Give us clear eyes to see the world in all its complexity and to respond in faith. 
Holy God, who grants to each of us a call to ministry, 
Give us keen hearing to recognize your voice. 
Holy God, who helps us discern, 
Give sound judgement and deep love to those entrusted with the process of preparing people 
for ministry. 
Holy God, delight of our minds and souls, 
Give vision and knowledge, compassion and leadership, to those who teach in our 
seminaries. 
Holy God, bestower of all good gifts, 
We thank you for the gifts of knowledge and wisdom, for teachers and educators, for pastors 
and theologians, for all who help us grow closer to you, who help us take your Good News 
into the street and into the world. 
 
Suggested Hymns: 
Opening: 
393 O Day of Rest and Gladness 
610 O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 
624 I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 
 
Hymn after sermon: 
450 Be Thou My Vision 
464 I Love to Tell the Story 
 
Closing hymn: 
295 Go to the World! 
547 Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
 
The Reverend Beth Merrill Neel serves as Co-Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Portland, Oregon. A graduate of Princeton University and San Francisco Theological Seminary, 
she has also served congregations in Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin. She finds joy in ministry 
especially when she is called upon to exercise both heart and mind, and is grateful for the formal 
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and informal education she has received from all the teachers in her life. Her blog, liturgy, and 
artwork can be found at www.holdfasttowhatisgood.com. 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/Robyn/Dropbox/TEF/TE%20Sunday%202017/Liturgical_Resource/www.holdfasttowhatisgood.com

