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Andy and Sherry Kenney use their donor-advised fund to support Habitat for Humanity, 
and joined Central Presbyterian members on a Habitat building project.

FAMILY FINDS DONOR-ADVISED 
FUNDS STREAMLINE GIVING
Early in life, Sherry Kenney learned from her parents and grandparents about the importance of giving. “I come 

from a long line of Presbyterians,” she says, “and they were very generous, especially to the church.”

Following their example, Kenney says she and her husband, Andy, “continue to challenge ourselves to share 

more of what we have been blessed with.”

In June 2015, the Kenneys streamlined and simplified their charitable giving by creating a donor-advised fund 

(DAF) through the Presbyterian Foundation. They have found that the DAF works like an online charitable 

checkbook, making giving convenient, safe, and flexible.
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT

I love this time of 

year as the days 

grow longer and the 

warmth of the sun 

penetrates our winter 

jackets, because I know that spring is coming! The 

blessings and opportunities that the Presbyterian 

Foundation has given me as President and CEO 

these recent years are too many to mention. I am 

simply amazed, however, since starting this journey 

with you, that the Foundation has seen the growth 

that it has in nearly every area that we set out to 

affect. We have seen:

• steady increases in new gifts and assets for 

mission and ministry after some years of decline,

• a dramatic increase of over 1,000 percent in the 

use of our Ministry Partnership Funds by donors 

and ministries since their introduction, and

• the highest annual number of donors in the history 

of the Foundation. 

Our group of faithful, intelligent and caring trustees, 

along with our amazing Foundation and New 

Covenant Trust Company staff and I are thrilled 

to see these fruits of our efforts to help make 

Presbyterian churches more vital. Most of all, I 

am overjoyed that our nearly 10,000 Presbyterian 

congregations, mid councils, and national and 

international ministries are finding creative and 

wise financial resources and management tools for 

Christ’s service through the Foundation.

In this issue, we’re sharing stories and information to 

help you find even more inspiration and provide you 

with resources and tools to enable your ministries 

to grow and find new possibilities. As you’ll see 

in Family Finds Donor-Advised Funds Streamline 

Giving, creating a donor-advised fund through 

the Presbyterian Foundation is safe, flexible, and 

provides donors with a convenient online charitable 

checkbook from which they can make grant 

recommendations to multiple organizations.

Generally, before a gift is made to any church or 

charity, a relationship has been formed. We at the 

Foundation recognize the importance of building 

these relationships, and we know some things 

about how to foster and enhance growth of those 

relationships. In Sharing Gifts and Talents, Sanctuary 

Presbyterian Church (Mt. Scott) in Portland, Oregon, 

used its tap dancing ministry to build a long and 

lasting relationship with Jane and uncover a hidden 

talent, which led to a vibrant music ministry, and 

ended with a financial gift in Jane’s honor.

Those financial gifts that come at someone’s death 

play a critical role in continuing a ministry’s mission. 

The Foundation has tools and resources to help 

donors make an enduring statement of faith and 

leave a legacy for ministries and missions that they 

love. And it is our ministry to help increase funding 

and support for those Christian endeavors. If you 

would like more information about ways we can 

serve you and your congregation, contact the 

Ministry Relations Officer in your territory (see map 

on page 6) or call 800-858-6127.

Rev. Tom Taylor, J.D., Ph.D. 

President and CEO
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A GIVING SCENARIO

1.  Let’s say you and your spouse 

open a Donor-Advised Fund with 

$10,000.* You receive a charitable 

tax benefit for the full amount.

2.  You decide to support a special 

project at your church for the 

homeless. Your spouse has  

always volunteered and  

supported the Children’s  

Home in your community. 

$500 grant to First Presbyterian 

Church to be used for the All Are 

Welcome program

$750 grant to Children’s Home

3.  During a family dinner, your 

daughter tells about a project  

that she is involved with to help  

the elderly who are without 

families and are lonely. She  

would like the family to support 

this project with a gift.

$300 grant to Elder Services 

4.  And on it goes — grants are made 

to the many charities that you 

support on a regular basis, but 

now it is easily managed in one 

giving fund. Online account access 

makes it very convenient to make 

grants, research other charities 

that are aligned with your interests, 

make additional contributions to 

the fund, and review at a glance 

your giving history.

*  $2,500 minimum to open a Donor-Advised Fund with the 
Presbyterian Foundation.

Sherry, a Ministry Relations Officer with the 

Foundation, says that she and Andy have always 

enjoyed making end-of-year donations to various 

church and charitable organizations, but they always 

worried about their checks getting lost in the deluge 

of Christmas mail. “And listing each of them on our  

tax return several months later was a bit of a hassle,” 

she adds.

The Presbyterian Foundation’s DAF, with its suite of 

online tools, has made the process easier and worry-

free. “When we got ready to make our year-end 

gifts, we went online to recommend grants from our 

fund,” she says. “No checkbook and no stamps. No 

worrying about the mail.”

When it comes time to file tax returns, the Kenneys 

will not have to list all of the more than 20 gifts made 

from their DAF, only the total amount they contributed 

to their DAF at the Foundation in 2016.

The Kenneys’ decision to establish a DAF came 

after they incurred a large capital gain from the sale 

of Andy’s architecture firm and the building that 

housed it in Denver. Andy sold the firm on the advice 

of his physicians after suffering a stroke in 2014. 

“Although his recovery was good and the lasting 

effects minimal, they did affect his ability to practice 

architecture,” Sherry explains.

Setting up the DAF made it easier for them to step 

up their charitable giving and reduce taxes on 

their capital gain. They received a one-time tax 

break when they set up their DAF, and subsequent 

contributions to the fund are tax deductible.

A minimum of $2,500 is required to open a DAF 

through the Foundation. Tax laws require that 

a donor’s charitable gifts be irrevocable and 

unconditional in order to receive the associated 

tax benefits of a charitable deduction. Thus the 

continued on page 4
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Foundation has sole control over all investments and 

grants of the DAF. However, donors like the Kenneys 

can recommend grants of $100 or more from their fund 

to each charity they want to support. Grants can be set 

up to occur automatically — every 30 days, every 60 

days, semi-annually, or annually.

The DAF is like a simplified family foundation, Sherry 

explains. “Most of us don’t have the wealth to justify 

establishing a private foundation, but we can still have 

the fun of sitting down and talking with our children and 

grandchildren about the organizations and causes we 

want to share our many blessings with.”

The Kenneys have used their DAF — the Hester-Kenney 

Family Fund — to support both secular and church-

related causes. “Any 501(c)3 organization qualifies,” 

Sherry says. “Annual giving to your church qualifies as 

long as the funds have not been previously pledged  

(an IRS regulation).”

Organizations the Kenneys’ DAF has supported include 

Habitat for Humanity, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary, and the 

Presbyterian Pan American School, where Sherry’s 

grandfather was a board member. The Kenneys  

make a point of giving to ministries in which their adult 

children are involved. Their son, Bo, is pastor of New 

Wine Christian Fellowship in Pasadena, Texas. Their 

daughter, Lauren, is on the board of Central Visitation 

Program, a family support program housed at Central 

Presbyterian Church in Denver, where the Kenneys are 

members. Both ministries have received gifts from the 

Kenneys’ DAF.

Secular financial organizations also offer donor-advised 

funds, Sherry acknowledges. “But when you establish 

your DAF through the Presbyterian Foundation, you 

support the Presbyterian Church.”

For more information about a Donor-Advised  

Fund, contact Joe Tackett, Planning and  

Development Officer at 800-858-6127 or  

joe.tackett@presbyterianfoundation.org.

Students walk to class at the Presbyterian Pan American School.

Support from donors like the Kenneys allow Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to 
help victims of disasters in the 2016 Flooding in Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Photo by: Mike Fitzer, film 180
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People come to church for many reasons — for Jane, tap 
dancing brought her to the small Presbyterian church on 
Portland’s southeast side after a friend invited her to join 
the dance group. Jane quickly found a place among the 
‘Silver Bells’ who practiced once a week and then danced 
in a variety of venues around the city and regularly for local 
retirement homes. 

Jane was drawn to Sanctuary Presbyterian by the tap 
dancing, however she was also a musician — but a 
musician with a problem. Jane suffered from intense 
anxiety that had increased over the years of her career so 
that she was no longer able to play because of it. 

But the church also had a problem — they needed a 
musician — particularly someone to play the organ. When 
the church learned Jane had been an organist, she was 
encouraged to play. She was nervous, but said she’d give 
it a try. She did — and that became the beginning of a long 
and beautiful relationship.

To help her deal with her anxiety, Jane brought her  
friend and care-giving life partner Ellen. Over the years, 
the two became the midwives of a vibrant music ministry 
at the church. They even contributed to help replace the 
rickety old organ with a new one that is still used regularly 
in worship. 

“Jane and Ellen have both passed on,” 
explained former pastor Mark Newton, “but 
we got the gift of Jane’s music, she got the 
gift of playing, we have the continuing gift of 
the organ, and Jane’s family made a financial 
contribution at her passing.” 

The family’s financial gift was partly in 
gratitude for the church 
that had welcomed 
Jane and had, in 
helping her to 

overcome her anxiety, given her a ministry that she then 
shared with others. 

“There was such a beautiful relationship between Jane 
and the church,” continued Newton. Jane had hidden 
away her musical talent because of her anxiety, but the 
church helped her unearth it and in so doing shared in its 
gift. “I think Jane quickly found that the church community 
was so welcoming and grateful that her anxiety just went 
away,” explained Newton. 

“The church is filled with people who are doing things  
that have the possibility of connecting with people —  
we all have these ways of bringing people into the 
community and recognizing their gifts and allowing them 
to be shared.” 

According to Newton it is a matter of being willing to look 
beneath what we first see and listen to each other’s lives, 
take notice, and make opportunities for people to share 
their gifts in ways that might not have been obvious at first. 

“Especially in small churches I think there is a feeling that 
we need to be something else in order to be relevant, to 
attract people — but we forget that when Christ is among 
us and we show up as ourselves, something beautiful can 
happen,” he said. 

It was in this welcoming of the outsider — 
through tap dancing — that the church 

received a gift that it had never expected 
— the gift of Jane’s music, the gift of the 
organ, the financial gift of her family — 
but even more, the gift of a child of God 
who had been lost to her own anxiety, 
and was found. 

SHARING HIDDEN GIFTS AND TALENTS by Erin Dunigan 
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The Presbyterian Foundation partners with individual donors and the congregations and the mission 

organizations they support to gather resources, steward gifts and investments, and disburse funds 

faithfully. It is our ministry to increase funding for mission. Learn more about ways we can serve you and 

your congregation by contacting your Ministry Relations Officer. 

PARTNERS IN FUNDING MISSION

MINISTRY RELATIONS OFFICERS

Olanda Carr
East Region
888.711.1318

*All Foundation emails: first.last@presbyterianfoundation.org

Ellie Johns-Kelley
Northeast Region
855.251.8212

Lisa Longo
Central Region
866.710.5094

Rob Hagan
Northwest Region
888.211.7030

Stephen Keizer 
Mid America Region
866.317.0751

Mary “Minner” Serovy
Upper Midwest
855.514.3077

Robert Hay
Southeast Region
855.514.3152

Sherry Hester Kenney
South Central Region
855.342.4130

Steven Wirth 
Southwest Region
866.860.3383
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Partners in Funding Mission     presbyterianfoundation.org

Estate planning offers you an organized approach to planning for future needs, 

providing for loved ones, potentially reducing tax consequences, and creating 

a legacy of your faith through charitable gifts. Your will is the cornerstone 

of your estate plan, which may also include life insurance policies, trusts, 

retirement accounts, donor-advised funds, living wills, and more. 

The Presbyterian Foundation’s Composing a Legacy booklet presents 

many planned giving methods, and the Estate Planning Workbook 

functions as a detailed record keeper of personal and financial 

information. You can request or download copies at 

presbyterianfoundation.org/plannedgiving.

LEAVE A LEGACY  
for what you love
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Gifts that come from wills can play a critical part in 

continuing any church’s mission and can help it meet 

people’s needs through ministry now and in future 

generations. But according to a 2015 Harris Poll survey for 

Rocket Lawyer, 64 percent of Americans don’t have a will. 

It is never too early to write a will; it can only be too late. If 

you die without a will, the laws of your state will determine 

how your estate is distributed, and no assets will be given 

to any charitable organization, no matter how important 

that organization was to you during your lifetime. If you 

do have a will, it should be reviewed from time to time to 

mirror the changes that may take place in your life.

Making a bequest to the church in your will is a simple 

effective way to speak into the future of your faith 

community. It costs you nothing during your lifetime, and 

you don’t have to be wealthy to bless the church with a gift 

in your will. Small amounts can be put to good use right 

away, or invested so they grow in the years to come.

Giving is contagious. Once a church receives a bequest 

from a will, it can influence others in the congregation to 

take the same action. 

Your Foundation Ministry Relations Officer has expertise in 

charitable giving and is always available for consultation. 

As with any decision regarding legal and financial matters, 

we recommend you consult with your own independent 

legal and financial professionals. 

If your church would like more information about how to 

make the subject of wills and bequests part of a natural, 

on-going conversation, the Foundation’s Live Forward, 

Give Forward Wills Program offers guidance. Call us at 

800-858-6127 or visit presbyterianfoundation.org for  

more information.

BEQUESTS HAVE THE POWER TO 
BLESS FUTURE GENERATIONS


