The earth is the Lord’s and
everything in it, the world, and
those who live in it ...
		
Psalm 24:1
Your church family has been a blessing throughout your life, an
integral part of your spiritual journey. But, when it comes time to
complete estate plans, have you considered including the church in
your will?
During her service on the endowment committee of Bon Air
Presbyterian Church in Richmond, Virginia, Nikki Morris encouraged
others to give to the church through
their estate plans, so she felt she
“I would like to build up
could lead by example. Nikki and her the body of Christ and
show thanks to Bon Air
husband, Harvey, included the church
for the support of my
in their will some time ago and she
family.”
feels, “it’s a no brainer and the right
thing to do.”
Jerry and Lorraine Quigg are also members of Bon Air PC who have
included a bequest to the church. Jerry, former Vice President for
Development and University Relations at the University of Richmond,
understands the impact charitable bequests can have for the church.
In Jerry’s words, people can
“By giving through your will, you be reserved and therefore
can make the best gift possible.” uncomfortable talking about
estate planning; however, it’s
vital to discuss your plans for the future. It’s your way of leaving a
legacy and making a real impact.

It’s shocking that 6 in 10 Americans do not have a
will and fewer than 20% of those who do include a
charitable bequest.
Like many who have given to your church over the years, you’ve
probably been nourished and supported by being a part of your church
community. It’s a privilege to give back to the church that has been
such a big part of family life. Bequest gifts have the power to impact
future generations in the same way. It’s so easy to include your
church in your will and still provide for loved ones. You may be
able to make a simple bequest by adding the following language:

“I give and bequeath the sum of $ _________ (or the % of), to
be used for the general program of ______________________
Presbyterian Church, in ________________ , ______ USA.”
A will is unique and must be structured to fit the needs and estate
plans of each individual in accordance with the laws of the state
in which they live. For this reason, you should consult a lawyer to
assist you in drafting your will and estate plan.
You can touch the future with your charitable bequest. You may
also want to explore other estate planning options, such as
designating the church as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy
or an IRA account.
Make or update your will – decide to do it today. We can help
you think through your options to make the optimum decision.

Call your local Presbyterian Foundation
representative or reach us at 800-858-6127 or
www.PresbyterianFoundation.org.
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